Best Looking Girl in Town 

Thyra Samter Winslow 

F rom the time she was thirteen Rilla Mabry had 
been ashamed of her appearance. It was then 
that she started growing taller than the other girls. She 
was also awkward as well as tall and she was too thin. 

By the time she was twenty she was fully 
convinced that her appearance was really something 
terrible . All of the other girls seemed little and cute and 
attractive. No matter what Rilla wore it seemed wrong. 
She was much too tall to wear tailored clothes. And thin 
dresses hung around her loosely. 

All of the girls and boys in the group liked Rilla. 
She was a fine girl - if you could forget the way she 
looked. Even her hair was wrong-rather stringy- but she 
had a pleasant and attractive face. 

In spite of her looks Rilla had a boy friend. He was 
Patrick Redding and his father kept a grocery store. Pat 
wasn’t any great price -but then you couldn’t expect 
Rilla, with her looks to do any better. People feel that 
Rilla ought to be satisfied. Pat was a nice looking boy, 
and he shouldn’t be considered unimportant. 

Rilla didn’t consider Pat unimportant. She was 
grateful to him for being nice to her. She was as pleasant 
and as friendly as she could be. As a matter of fact she 
liked Patrick a lot. He was fun to be with. She would have 
been perfectly satisfied except for the fact that she was in 
love with Shane Tennant. All of which did her little good - 
for Shane was the price of the town. Shane’s father was 
a banker - and rich. 


Kasabadaki En Guzel Kiz 

Thyra Samter Winslow 

O n ug yagindan beri Rilla Mabry goriinugunden 
utamyordu. Bu yagtan sonra diger kizlardan 
daha uzun olmaya bagladi. Aym zamanda beceriksiz, gok 
ince ve oldukga uzundu. 

Yirmi ya§ma geldiginde g6riinu§iiniin korkun? 
olduguna tamamen ikna olnnistu. Diger kizlarin hepsi kisa, 
sevimli ve gekiciydi. Rilla ne giyse, kotti gortiniiyordu. £ok 
uzun oldugundan hazir elbiseler tam anlamiyla iizerinde 
asdi §ekilde duruyordu. 

Gruptaki biitiin kizlar ve erkekler Rilla’yi 
seviyordu. lyi bir kizdi,eger g6runii§iine kulak asmazsamz. 
£ok ince oldugu i?in sa?i bile kotii gortiniiyordu, fakat 90k 
ho§ ve ?ekici bir ytizti vardi. 

Gortinti§tine ragmen Rilla’nm bir erkek arkada§i 
vardi. O Patrick Redding’ti ve babasmin bir bakkali vardi. 
Pat fazla etmezdi, fakat baki§lanyla Rilla’dan da fazla 
bir§ey bekleyemezdiniz. Insanlar Rilla’nm tatmin olmasi 
gerektigini dti§tintirlerdi. Pat iyi goriiniiglii bir ^ocuktu ve 
onemsiz oldugu dti§tintilmemeliydi. 

Rilla Pat’in onemsiz oldugunu diigunmuyordu. 
Kendisine iyi davrandigi igin o da ona kargi saygiliydi. 
Elinden geldigince ona hog ve arkadagga davramyordu. 
Aslinda Pat’i gok seviyordu. Onunla birlikte olmak 
eglenceliydi. Shane Tannent’a agik olmasaydi gok 
memnun olabilirdi. Bunun faydasi yoktu zira Shane 
kasabamn gozdesiydi. Shane’in babasi bankaciydi ve 
zengindi. 


1 









His mother was the social leader of the town. Shane was 
well much taller than Rilla- and handsome besides. 

Pat went into the grocery business with her father. 
Shane went into the bank. That’s the way sons do in 
small towns unless they have definite ideals about law or 
one of the other professions. Rilla didn’t do anything. Her 
parents have just enough money so she didn’t have to 
work. She went to parties with Patrick- and admired for 
Shane from a distance. The towns people felt that she 
would marry with Pat, that he’d take over his father’s 
grocery store, and that they’d settle down. 

That might have happened if it hadn’t been for 
Leslie Durant. Leslie Durant was - and still is-a well 
known magazine illustrator. And he came to Morrisville to 
visit an aunt. And he was taken an anywhere to all of the 
parties , of course. He was the social lion of the season. 
He stayed in town only for few days - but that was long 
enough for a lot to happen. 

He saw Rilla Mabry. Rilla was standing near the 
door and she was looking at Shane Tennant. She never 
knew her face how much showed what she was thinking 
about. No one else noticed- but Durant being knew, 
understood the situation. He saw Rilla standing not quite 
straight because she didn’t feel quite as tall that way, in a 
badly fitted dress and her hair not quite smooth- and he 
saw Shane, perfectly dressed, self confident, good 
looking. And then Pat came to ask Rilla for the dance. 


Annesi kasabanin sosyal lideriydi. Buna ilaveten Shane 
Rilla’dan daha uzun ve iistelik yaki§ikliydi da. 

Pat babasiyla beraber bakkal i§ine girdi. Shane 
bankaya girdi. Eger Hukuk veya diger meslekler hakkinda 
idealleri yoksa erkek ^ocuklarin kasabada ba§ vurdugu yol 
buydu. Rilla bir§ey yapmadi. Onun anne ve babasmin 
yeterince parasi vardi ve o £ali§mak zorunda degildi. 
Patrick’le beraber partilere gitti ve Shane’e uzaktan 
hayranlik duydu. Kasaba halki onun Pat ile evlenecegini, 
babasmin bakkalini devralacagini ve kasabaya 
yerle§eceklerini zannediyordu. 

Eger Leslie Durant olmasaydi bu beklentiler 
ger?ekle§ebilirdi. Leslie Durant ge?mi§te ve halen tan in in is 
birgazete ressamiydi. Halasini ziyaret i<pn Morisville’ye 
geldi ve tabiki partilerin oldugu her yere gotiiriildii. 
Sezonun en sosyal insamydi. Kasabada yalnizca bir ka? 
gun kalmasina ragmen bu sure bir^ok §eyin ger?ekle§mesi 
igin yeterliydi 

Rilla Mabry’i gordii. Rilla kapinm yaninda duruyor 
ve Shane Tennant’a bakiyordu. Ne dii§undugunii yiiziiniin 
ne kadar gosterdigini hi^bir zaman bilmiyordu. Daha once 
hi^kimse bunu farketmemi§ti, ama yeni oldugu i?in Durant 
durumu anlami$ti. Uzerinde kotii duran bir elbise ve 
diizgiin olmayan sa^lanyla uzun goriinmemek i^in egik 
duran Rilla’yi gordii. Sonra Shane’igordii, miikemmel 
giyinmi§, kendine giivenir ve yaki§ikli. Ve sonra Pat 
Rilla’ya dans teklif etmek i^in yanina geldi. 


On the second day of his visit Durant made his 
remarkable statement. He told anyone who would listen 
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to him that Rilia Mabry was by far the best looking girl in 
town. One of the best looking girl he’d ever seen. 

Rilia never had a compliment about her looks 
before. She had always been shy, self conscious, and 
often unhappy about her appearance. And now the first 
authority in beauty who had ever been in town claimed 
that she was the price. 

When Durant, himself told her what he thought of 
her she was filled with confusion. She managed finally to 
thank him. And later, very shyly , she went up to him. 

“I do wish that you would tell me how can look 
better," she said. 

“That’s not really my particular kind of work, “ he 

told her, “ but may be if we get together.” 

They got together the next morning. Durant came to 
Rilla’s house. And with Rilla’s mother acting as helper, 
they did things to Rilia and to Rilla’s clothes. Durant 
made her stand up straight . and he rearranged her hair. 
And he told her what was wrong with the clothes she 
wore. 

That night there was a dance for Durant- his last 
evening in town. And, as he had thought when he 
started things, Rilia was, for the first time in her life, the 
center of attention. Toward the end of the evening Durant 
had the satisfaction of seeing Shane Tennant dancing 
very attentively with Rilia, Shane Tenant whom Rilia had 
looked at with longing eyes - and who had paid any 
attention to her. 

Ziyaretinin ikinci gtintinde Durant dikkat ?ekici 
sozlerini soyledi. Onu dinleyen herkese Rilia’nin kasabada 


gordiigii en giizel kiz oldugunu soyledi. Hayatinda gordiigii 
en giizel kizlardan biri diye soyledi. 

Rilia daha once baki§lari hakkinda hi? iltifat 
almanmti. Her zaman utanga?, kendi halinde ve genellikle 
g6riinii§iinden mutsuzdu. Ve §imdi giizellik konusunda ilk 
otorite olan ve kasabaya ilk defa gelen birisi onun 
kasabanin gozdesi oldugunu soyliiyordu. 

Durant onun hakkinda ne dii§iindiigiinii 
anlattiginda kafasi kan§ti. Sonunda te§ekkiir etmeyi 
ba§arabildi. Ve daha sonra utanga? bir §ekilde ona gitti. 

“Bana nasil daha giizel goriinebilecegimi 
anlatabileceginizi umuyorum” dedi. 

“Bu ger?ekten benim uzmanlik alanim degil” dedi 
ona “ Fakat belki beraber olabilirsek...” 

Ertesi sabah bulu§tular. 

Durant Rilla’in evine geldi. Rilla’nin annesinin yardimi ile 
Rilia ve elbiseleri iizerinde diizeltmeler yaptilar. Durant 
ona dik durmasim gosterdi. Ve sa?lanm tekrar diizenledi. 
Ve giydigi elbiselerde neyin hatali oldugunu anlatti. 

O gece Durrant igin dans vardi.Kasabadaki son gecesiydi. 
Ve Durant dii§iindiiklerini yapmaya ba§Iarken Rilia 
hayatinda ilk defa ilgi odagiydi. Gecenin sonlarina dogru 
Durant, Rilla’nin ozlemle baktigi ve ona dikkat bile 
etmeyen Shane Tannent’in Rilia ile nazik?e dans edi§ini 
gormenin mutlulugunu ya§iyordu. 
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Durant went back to his home and his work in 
New York and forgot about the whole thing. Years 
passed. And then, just the other day, this happened: 

Durant was lunching alone at a restaurant when 
an attractive, tall woman, past her first youth, came up to 
him. 

“ You don’t remember me ?” she said. 

Durant didn’t remember her. 

“ I am Rilla tenant - I was Rilla Mabry when you 
knew me. You came to my home town and - and rather 
made my life over. Remember now ?” 

“Of course I do “ said Durant. “ I remember very 
well. It was my one attempt at changing the destiny of 
another person. “ 

“You did a wonderful job." said Rilla. There was a 
strange note in her voice which he didn’t understand. 

“You married the boy you were in love with. I see. 
His name was Tannent wasn’t it ?” 

“Why, yes” said Rilla. “ But how did you remember 
the name ? And how did you know I was in love with 
him?” 

“I am good at remembering names. And I saw you 
looking at him. Simplicity itself! And to think that I was the 
cause! 

“Yes you were” said Rilla." It was very funny when 
you look back on it. There I was going with Patrick 
Redding, and in love with Shane, and terribly unhappy 
and awkward. And you came down and said I was a 
beauty- so automatically I became a beauty. And the 
boys all wanted to go out with me. And I married Shane.” 


Durant Newyork’a evine ve i§ine geri dondii ve her§eyi 
unuttu. Ydlar ge?ti. Ve evvelsigiin bu ger?ekle§ti: 

Durant bir restoranda tek batjina ogle yemegi 
yerken uzun boylu, ?ekici ve orta ya§li bir hanim ona dogru 
gelip durdu. “Beni hatirlamiyorsun degil mi?”dedi. 
Durant onu hatirlamami$ti. 

“Ben rilla Tannent. Siz beni tamdigimz zaman ben 
Rilla Mabry idim. Sen benim kasabama geldin ve hayatimi 
degi§tirdin. §imdi hatirladin mi? “ 

“Elbette hatirladim.” dedi Durant. “£ok iyi 
hatirliyorum .Bu ba§ka birinin hayatmi degi§tirmek i?in 
gosterdigim bir ?abaydi.” 

“£ok iyi bir i§ yaptin”dedi Rilla. Sesinde onun hi? 
anlamadigi bir ton vardi. 

“Anladim, a§ik oldugun cocukla evlendin. Adi 
Tennant’ti degil mi? “ 

“ Evet “ dedi Rilla “Fakat onun adim nasil 
hatirliyorsunuz? Ve benim ona a§ik oldugumu nasil 
anladimz? 

“Isimleri hatirlamakta ?ok iyiyimdir. Ve seni ona 
bakarken gordiim. £ok kolaydi. Benim sebep oldugumu 
niye du§iindiin? 

“Evet sendin “ dedi Rilla. “ Tekrar ana doniip 
baktiginda ?ok komikti. Ben orada Pat Redding ile 
?ikiyordum ama Shane Tennant’a asiktim ve ?ok 
mutsuzdum. Sonra sen geldin ve bana giizelsin dedin ve 
ben giizel oldum. Ve biitiin erkekler benimle ?ikmak istedi. 
Ve ben Shane ile evlendim. 
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“Wonderful “ said Durant. And he smiled happily. “ 
How are you getting along , now ? “ 

“That is the difficult part. “ said Rilla. “ You 
shouldn’t have asked. “ 

“Shane and I got married. And it didn’t get along 
very well though I was awfully happy in the beginning. 
The Tennant lost all of their money in a bank failure- and 
my family had its money in the Tennant bank by that 
time, so our money went, too. Then Shane fell in love 
with a chorus girl. I got a divorce of course. I’ve been 
teaching in a girls’ school for the past three years. “ 

“ That’s too bad!” said Durant. “ But maybe that 
was better than marrying that other boy whom you didn’t 
love.” 

“ May be,” said Rilla. “You can never tell. Love goes ... 
Patrick Redding took his father’s grocery store and 
married the cutest girl in town. They have three children 
and are very happy. And, oh , yes he became quite 
ambitious and started a chain of grocery store. Now he is 
the richest and most important man in town” 


“Cok giizel “dedi Durant ve mutlu §ekilde giiliimsedi. “Ya 
§imdi ne yapiyorsun?” 

“Bu zor tarafi “ dedi Rilla. “Sormamaliydin. 

“Shane ve ben evlendik fakat fazla uzun siirmedi, ilk 
zamanlar 90k mutluydum. Bir bankamn batmasi ile 
Tennantlar biitiin paralanm kaybettiler. Ve benim ailemde 
0 zamanlar parasmi Tennant Bankasi’nda sakliyordu, ve 
bizim paramizda u?tu. Sonra Shane bir koro kizina a§ik 
oldu. Bo§andim, elbette. Son ii? yddir kizlar okulunda 
ogretmenlik yapiyorum. 

“Bu 90k kotii” dedi Durant. “Fakat belkide bu 
sevmedigin diger coco kla evlenmekten daha iyidir.” 

“ Belki” dedi Rilla. “Hi? bir zaman anlatamassm. 
A§k ge?ici... Patrick Redding babasimn bakkalim aldi ve 
kasabamn en §irin kiziyla evlendi. U? ?ocuklan var ve ?ok 
mutlular. £ok hirslandi ve bir bakkallar zincirine sahip 
oldu. §imdi kasabamn en zengin ve saygin adami. ” 
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